EAST LINTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER – August/September 2006

Staffing

We welcome Miss Rachel Clark as the new P5 teacher and Mrs Jennifer Ritchie who will take P5 each Thursday. Mr Wilson will continue to take P5 on Fridays. Congratulations to Audrey Dowling who is our new Administrative Assistant. This means we will be looking for a new School Auxiliary and dining room supervisor. These jobs will be advertised shortly. The janitor interviews will take place on the 12th of September.  Sadly, we said goodbye to Miss Buchanan, who left to take up another teaching post and Miss Jones left us to attend college.  We wish them well.

Playground Supervisor 

A new playground supervisor was recruited during the summer holidays. We welcome Mrs Margaret Johnston to East Linton Primary School.  

Class Structure for this Session

Nursery
Mrs Gilmour


P1
Mrs Campbell
19

P2
Miss Petrie
21

P3
Miss Donaldson
24

P4
Mrs Gordon
26

P5
Miss Clark
26

P6
Mrs Bourhill
25

P7
Miss Dunlop
26

We welcome back Mrs Currie as a part-time relief teacher.  Mrs Currie will teach P4 for one day a week to release Mrs Gordon for Principal Teacher duties.

School Uniform

East Linton Primary School encourages the wearing of school uniform.  Order forms are available from Mrs Dowling now and should be returned to school by Friday 6th October. Please note that football strips are not suitable for PE.

Indoor Shoes

Can I remind parents that it is compulsory for pupils to wear rubber-soled indoor shoes inside school?  Names should be marked inside to prevent mix-ups.  Slippers are not permitted
Eco-Schools

The development of the west side of the playground is progressing well. An additional bicycle rack will be in place soon. We hope to encourage more pupils to cycle to school using safe routes.
School Board

The next Board meeting takes place in school on Tuesday 12th September at 7.15 pm.  Board meetings are open to the public and you are welcome to attend.

We were sorry to hear that due to other commitments Mrs Jane Crowe has resigned from the School Board.  We wish to take the opportunity to thank Mrs Crowe for 

all of her support for the school and her hard work in her role as School Board Chair.

Dressing Down Day
We will be having a dressing down, or even dressing up day on Friday the 8th of September. All who wish to 

participate should bring £1 in aid of the charity that Mrs Susan Barry is cycling through India for. You can find more detail at www.actionforcharity.co.uk
Cycle India is a 390kms women-only cycle challenge in Rajasthan that starts with a visit to the Taj Mahal before setting off through rural India staying in accommodation that ranges from campsites to an Indian palace. You can follow the progress on the T.V. programme This Morning. The presenter, Fern Brittan, will also be participating. If you wish to support Mrs Barry in this fantastic challenge please contact her directly. Mrs Barry will be giving the children a talk on her adventures on her return from India.
School Website

This newsletter will be posted on the school website:

http://www.eastlintonschool.org.uk The website is currently under reconstruction with improved capabilities and we hope to have it up and running as a showcase for the pupils’ work. 

Have Lunch with your Primary 1 child

The parents/carers of the Primary1 class are invited to have lunch with their child at the school on Tuesday the 12th of September. Lunch will begin at 12 noon, please meet your child at the Primary 1 classroom and they will take you to the hall to enjoy a tasty lunch. We hope as many as possible will take the opportunity.

Parents meetings

In response to many parental requests we are changing the format of the parents evening/afternoon. Many parents have said that getting time on Friday afternoons was difficult. In response we wish to experiment and now offer Wednesday 11th of October from 6pm to 9pm and Thursday 12th of October from 4pm to 7 pm. The second set of meetings will be held in March,  Tuesday the 7th from 6pm to 9pm and Wednesday the 8th from 4pm to 7pm. We would value your response to this and hope that many more working parents find this a bit more convenient.

Raising Concerns

If you have a concern about your child, teachers are happy to meet with parents, but appointments must be arranged by either sending in a note with your child or by contacting the school office.

School Road Traffic

Traffic is not permitted at the top end of School Road during school time.  Please park/drop off children in Walker Terrace.  I realise this is often not convenient, but it is vital that we minimise the danger of traffic around the school.
School Photographs

Zena Elms from Tempest Photography is booked for Wednesday 11th October to photograph all children from Nursery to P7.  Photos will be delivered at the beginning of December in time for Christmas posting.  More information will come home nearer the time.

P1 Class Photo for the Local Press

A photographer from the East Lothian News will be coming in to school this Wednesday (6th September) to take a photo of the P1 class.

Sports

Watersports - P6 pupils will be taking part in boating, canoeing and kayaking at Seafield Pond, West Barns on Wednesday 20th September.

Swimming – Half of the P4 class started their 10-week block of swimming instruction at North Berwick Pool.  The remainder of the class will be starting their block in January.

School Camp – 2nd – 6th October 

Primary 7 and Miss Dunlop will soon be packing their bags ready for the annual school camp at Dounans, Aberfoyle.  East Linton pupils will join P7pupils from Dunbar, Innerwick, Stenton and West Barns Primaries for this outdoor education week.

Nursery

Happy Birthday to Lewis and Ewan Thorpe and to Eloise Gray.

Please be reminded that ‘Show and Tell’ day for the morning Nursery is on a Tuesday.

We are planning to highlight one Nursery Policy every month for parents/carers to read.  Please check the notice board for details.  Our policy this month is ‘Changing Children’.  Please take time to read this.  Thank you!

We are looking forward to Carol Golightly, Oral Health Promoter, coming to discuss cleaning teeth with the morning children.  Letters regarding our follow-up to this will be out shortly.

Holidays

Please note that the school is on holiday on MONDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER.

