EAST LINTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER –MARCH/APRIL 2006

Staffing

Following all the necessary (and extensive) paperwork plus the time and expense, I regret to tell you that the only applicant for the Playground Supervisor post has just declined the job to take up a college place.  Back to the drawing board!

Nursery

The nursery has a mobile phone, which nursery parents/carers can use to notify staff of absence or pass on messages.  The number is 07866 319911.

Thank you to Mr Scott, who came to Nursery to play the bagpipes on Burns Day and also to Yvonne from the RSPB for an interesting talk on garden birds.

Happy Birthday to Jack D, Emily, Louie, Angus G, Jasper, Lachlan, Adam, Jordan, Beth, Faye and Morven!

Primary 1

Primary 1 are working very hard and making good progress in their first year of school.  They recently had a class photo taken and if you want to buy this, please remember to return your order this week.  P1 have just finished a course of ‘Basic Moves’ with the Active Schools Co-ordinator, Katie Forsyth, which was much enjoyed.  Plans are underway for the P1 trip in the summer term.  More news on this nearer the time.

Primary 2

Also enjoyed Basic Moves with Katie as well as two drama sessions themed on 3 Little Pigs, as part of the Citizenship strand of the curriculum.  To tie in with the class topic ‘Houses and Homes’, P2 are hoping to take a walk around the village on Wednesday 22nd March (weather permitting!) to study brick patterns on walls and different styles of windows.  We will soon be arranging a trip for P2 in the summer term, relating to next term’s class topic ‘People who Help Us’.

Primary 3

P3 have also enjoyed drama workshops in school recently and plans are underway for a class visit just after Easter in connection with the class topic of Seashore.  

As part of an Enterprise project, P3 are planning to hold an art exhibition on the day of the PTA May Fair on the 6th May.  There will be a private viewing that morning for P3 parents, who will have first chance to buy the art, before the exhibition is open to everyone.  More details soon.

Primary 4

P4 swimming will shortly come to an end, with all pupils having made very good progress.  P4 recently visited the library to look at ‘invertebrates’ and will shortly be enjoying two drama sessions in school themed on biodiversity.  P4 are heading to the Museum of Scotland tomorrow (Thursday) where they will be meeting all sorts of exotic creepy crawlies!



Primary 5

P5 are about to embark on the John Muir Award which is a national environmental awards scheme focusing on wild places.  This will include a trip to Dunbar and John Muir’s birthplace as well as drama and dance sessions in school.

In order to achieve the Discovery level, P5 will be undertaking an anti-litter campaign (including the dog fouling problem) starting with raising awareness around the village.  If you have any suggestions or could help produce flyers – please see Miss Buchanan.

P5 are still enjoying their class topic of Vikings, which will end with a trip to Vikingar at Largs straight after the Easter holidays.  Come the summer term, P5 will be taking part in FirstClubGolf and Cricket sessions.

Primary 6

Thanks to the P6 enterprise ‘Nutty Nibbler Bird Feeders’, the garden birds in East Linton are looking very well fed this spring!  The class thoroughly enjoyed constructing and selling the bird feeders and are very grateful to Mr Kenny Ingram for all his time, expertise and patience in helping them!  The class made a profit of £176 and will be sending a donation to the RSPB in gratitude to the speaker who visited and gave an interesting presentation on garden birds.  A HUGE thank you to all who bought a ‘Nutty Nibbler’.  The project definitely had the tweet smell of success!

P6 have recently enjoyed drama and dance workshops, hockey coaching and on Friday will be coached in indoor bowls.  The summer term will be a busy one for P6, with cycle training, rugby coaching (and Rugby Festival at Dunbar) and the RSNO proms concert at the Usher Hall to look forward to.  

Primary 7

P7 have been enjoying Drama Workshops and Dance Workshops on a variety of themes as well as bowls coaching and have just had their class photo’ taken (orders need to be in this week).  

As part of the class topic WW2, we are finalising a trip to the War Museum at Edinburgh Castle next week.  P7 transition continues with a session at DPS tomorrow (Thursday) – this is instead of the session planned for 22nd March.

Indoor Gym Shoes

are COMPULSORY – please make sure your children comply.

Homework Club

Miss Buchanan’s Homework Club for P4 and P5 children after school on a Wednesday is proving very successful.  The Club is now full and all members are working very hard.

Dog Fouling

Thank you for the many helpful messages we got on this topic.  For information on reporting incidences of dog fouling, all of the information can be accessed on the website link below:

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/content/0,1094,1730,00.html
Alternatively, you can ‘phone Amenity Services on 01620 827310 in confidence for advice and assistance.

Eco-School

The two new playground benches have now been repaired and are just to be repainted.  Also, two picnic tables have been delivered and will be coated with preservative before being positioned in the east side of the playground.

Unfortunately, the work planned on the new school garden (on the West side of the playground) for last Saturday couldn’t go ahead due to the awful weather.  This has been re-scheduled to this Saturday – 18th March (weather permitting).  Thanks to Mr Demianczuk for his hard work on Friday.  The plan is to construct an ‘outside classroom’ with log seating, a quiet area and a mosaic path.  The committee would be grateful for any help, advice and unwanted plants.  

Yellow pages challenge – Thank you for the 490 yellow pages you sent in – a terrific effort and we came in 4th – gaining a highly commended certificate and a tree sapling pack.  However, thanks to Miss Donaldson and lots of pupil helpers our yellow pages sculpture of ‘Recycle Ted’ won 1st prize of £100 and some recycling goodies.

School Board

The next meeting of the School Board is on Tuesday 9th May at 7.15pm.  The School Board and PTA have sections on the school website.  Take a look by logging on to www.eastlintonschool.org.uk

PTA 

Dress in Tartan event on 25th January

Thanks to all for supporting this event, which raised £107.03 for PTA funds.

Assault Course Challenge on Tuesday 7th March.  The children enjoyed their session on the assault course and sponsor money has been coming in thick and fast.  Please return sponsor forms and money to school urgently.  Sincere thanks to the parent helpers for supervising and to the sponsors for their generosity.

PTA May Fair on Saturday 6th May from 12 – 2pm

Preparations are underway for our big event of the year.  Some of the older children will be writing to businesses requesting donations for the raffle.  If you or someone you know could provide a prize, please let us know.  Planning to spring clean?  Please keep the fair in mind.  Children will soon be coming home with a bag to be filled with good quality unwanted gifts, toys, books, CDs, videos and DVDs.  If you can help in any way, we would love to hear from you.  Please call Gill 07808 071 173, Catriona 860322 or Lisa 861857.

Gala News

This year’s Gala Day is Saturday 10th June and the theme is Mediaeval Times.

The Gala Coffee Evening is on Friday 24th March in the Community Hall at 7pm.  (Doors open at 6.30pm)  This is when the 2006 Gala Queen, Consort and Court are chosen.  If your child wishes to take part you must get the slip back to school before next Wednesday – 22nd March!

Lynton Day Centre is looking for a cook, one morning per week to cook lunch for 24 people.  Pop into the Centre for more information.


East Linton Playgroup Spring Fun Day on Sunday 26th March, 2–4pm at East Linton Community Hall

Come along and join in the fun with Stone a Crow (children’s entertainer) Mother’s Day and Spring Crafts, children’s games, face painting, toy stall, delicious home baking and grand raffle with lots of fabulous prizes.  Have a good time and help raise funds for East Linton Playgroup.  Shows at 2.15pm and 3.15pm.  Tickets in advance for each show.  Children £3.50, Adults £1.50.  Price includes a drink & cake.  Tickets from Helen Chandler, 861231, Marie Dalgleish, 861316 and Gillian Dignan, 860992.

If you have toy donations please phone one of the above or leave at Playgroup in the Community Hall on Mon., Wed. or Thurs. 9.15 – 11.15am.  If you need further info. contact Helen Chandler on 861231.

Collections

We would really appreciate your support in helping us collect:

· Tesco Vouchers for Computers For Schools (6th March to 14th May).
· Sainsbury's Active Kids Vouchers for Sports Equipment (until 30th May)
· Nestle Cereal Box Tops for Books

· Persil Stars for Arts and Crafts Materials

· Aluminium Drinks Cans

· Old Mobile Phones

Easter Church Service

Unfortunately, there will be no church service at the end of this term.

End of Term

Nursery classes will finish for Easter at the normal times on Thursday 30th March.

Primary Classes will finish at 12.25 and 12.35pm as normal on Friday 31st March.

Summer Term

The summer term starts on Tuesday 18th April for the primary classes and the afternoon nursery children 

The morning nursery class starts back on Wednesday 19th April.

Milk Money

£6.76 is due on the first day back after Easter.

May Holidays

Children will be on holiday Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd May.

This newsletter will be posted on the school website at www.eastlintonschool.org.uk  

Last – but unfortunately not least – HEAD LICE

It is VITAL that you check your children’s hair on a weekly basis and treat immediately if infection is found.  Children must not be sent to school with untreated head lice infection.

